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A. SINGER 


MR. MURAD: Today is December 12, 2001. The 
time is 0600 hours. My name is Murray Murad of 


the New York City Fire Department. 


Q. I'm conducting an interview with? 

A Albert Singer. 

Q. Your rank and your command please? 
A Paramedic, Battalion 8, Manhattan. 


Q. The interview is being conducted at Battalion 
8, the Kip Bay station. This is regarding the events 
of September 11, 2001. Al, can you please give us your 
perspective on that day, on September 11? 

A. Okay. Just prior to the collapse, my partner 
and I, Arty Gonzalez, and I were doing an RMA in the 
Long Island Railroad when the first plane hit. We were 
just completing the RMA and when the second plane hit, 
we knew that we had to respond. 

So we finished the RMA, we went to our 
ambulance. We had on the computer screen on the 
ambulance, the job was already there to respond to the 
World Trade Center. We drove down the West Side 
Highway. When we arrived at the vicinity of the World 
Trade Center, we were staged on the street on the West 
Side Highway, approximately where the AMEX, number 3 


World -- the AMEX building, 3 World Financial Center 
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was. 

We were initially on the street. We observed 
the building, presumably the first World Trade Center, 
on fire and people were jumping off the roofs. About 
10 minutes later, we were told to set up a staging 
inside what I believe to be the American Express 
lobby. My partner and I, Arty Gonzalez, set up a 
staging area. 

10 minutes later a co-worker of ours, Corey 
Romanowski from BHS, showed up. We asked him to remain 
with us since he was unassigned. About 10 minutes 
later, two EMTs came running into the building saying 
that the World Trade Center was collapsing, that we 
should run. 

We proceeded out the American Express 
building and we proceeded to the building directly 
behind, which was 4 Financial Center, which is the 
Merrill Lynch building. We remained in that for about 
5 minutes before we were told to evacuate because there 
was a chance that the gas lines had been ruptured and 
the building was in danger of exploding. 

Following that, we went on to Vesey Street, 
where the commanding officer, whose name I don't 


recall, suggested we head towards the waterfront, which 
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might have been the safest place. When we responded 
there, we remained there for about 5 minutes until we 
were redeployed up to one of the buildings on North End 
Avenue where staging had been set up. The MERV had 
been brought up. 

We treated and triaged some patients in the 
lobby of that building for about 15, 20 minutes. When 
it was deemed unsafe to remain there, every patient 
that was in the lobby was evacuated, whether by MERV or 
by ambulance, up to 23 Street. We had the first 
patient that we transported, so from that point on we 
transported our patient to St. Vincent's Hospital. 

Q. I just want to check with you. On that day 
what unit were you guys assigned to? 

A. 7 Young, Tour 2. 

Q. Were you operating on any radio frequency? 
Were you told to switch to any certain radio frequency 
and what was the radio transmissions like during that 
time? 

A. We were switched over. We were told to 
switch over to Citywide, but we never had to utilize 
the radio since the job was already on the KDT. 

Q. Is there anything else that you can think of 


that you would like to mention or -- 
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A. I would like to mention that I think Corey 
Romanowski was a very heroic individual, he told us his 
experience outside the building. He had stepped 
outside for a few minutes and he came -- he told us 
later on that he was nearly killed by the collapsing 
rubble of the building and he had dived under a fire 
truck, which had the springs collapsed by the weight of 
it while he was underneath it and he said that there 
were a couple of EMTs that were running for cover for 
the same fire truck and he said that they didn't make 
it, so he considered himself very lucky. He didn't 
know which way to run because of the fire and smoke. 
Eventually he did get out. That was the most 
remarkable thing I heard of the whole experience. 

MR. MURAD: Okay. Paramedic Albert Singer, I 
would like to thank you. The time is 0605 hours. 

This concludes the interview of the World Trade 


Center. Thank you very much. 


